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along with all the other great religions or rules of life of the
world, is slowly dying under the attacks of contagious
indiflferentism even more than under those of Fascism,
proselytizing Imperialism, or Communism. But there have,
of course, been other waves. The cult of Mahomet arising
in an obscure desert evolved a mighty and splendid civiliza-
tion, spread its Empires over almost the complete circum-
ference of the Inland sea and into untold miles of Europe,
and so is ebbing away. For two hundred years the Crusades
sent a counter-wind disturbing all Europe and beating on
the shores of Asia Minor; the breath that went out from
Geneva ran across all Christendom, shook the Pope upon
his throne, evoked the most bloodthirsty of all internecine
wars, split Christianity, and leaves us the spectacle of the
two branches of that Faith sinking out of existence still
locked in a death grapple. The rule of life of Confucianism
directed the major portion of the civilized world and is
dying under the attacks of Western egotism; the rule of
life indoctrinated in the Morte d3 Arthur . . . "and see my
tomb and pray some prayer more or less for my soul . . . and so
subscribed with part of my heart's blood'" . . . the rule of life
indoctrinated at the Round Table ran through Christendom
with the speed of the infection of the doctrine of the Wall
to-day and died under the hilarious laughter of us mate-
rialists, Cervantes holding the knife. . . . And for centuries
there was the rule of life of Plutarch which pertained in all the
ruling classes of the world till my day. Indeed, the second
gift-book that comes back to me as having been given me as
a child was the Langhornes3 translation of the Lives.
§
I am not going at this date to enter into the controversy of
Plutarchians versus anti-Plutarchians. It attracted public
attention only a few years ago; at any rate it was not till
about 1923 that I became aware of it as a political issue,
though obviously the mass-movements of humanity in the
late war with their complete apparent want of coherent
direction prepared the soil for that plant and for the

